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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

December 15, 2003 REGULAR MEETING 
 

                   December 15, 2003 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairman Mary Jo Rossetti called a Regular Meeting of the School Committee to order in the 
aldermanic chambers at 8:00 p.m., with a moment of silence and a salute to the flag of the 
United States of America. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present were Ms. Cardoso, Ms. Harris, Mayor Gay, Alderman O’Donovan, Ms. Bauer, Mr. Sullivan 
Ms. Taylor, Ms. Murray and Ms. Rossetti. 

 
No one was absent. 

 
III. AWARDS AND CITATIONS 
   

1. Mr. Anthony Gulla, Head Football Coach, was not present this evening to receive his Citation. 
  
2. A Resolution and Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) plaque was 

presented to retiring member Aldermanic President, Sean T. O’Donovan by School Committee 
Chair, Mary Jo Rossetti.  The Resolution can be found on page 298. 

 
3. A gavel and Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) plaque set was 

presented to 2003 Chairman, Mary Jo Rossetti by School Committee Vice Chair, Katrina 
Murray.    

 
4. A resolution and Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) plaque was 

presented to retiring member, Dennis Sullivan, Ward I, by Ms. Charlene Harris.  The 
Resolution can be found on pages 299. 

 
5. A resolution and Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) plaque was 

presented to retiring member, Katrina K. Murray, School Committee Vice Chair by Mary Jo 
Rossetti.  The Resolution can be found on page 299. 

 
6. A Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) plaque was presented to Mayor 

Dorothy A. Kelly Gay, by Ms. M. Teresa Cardoso, Ward Two School Committee Member.    
 

Each member briefly addressed the committee thanking each of their colleagues and also 
expressed their appreciation of being able to serve on the board with one another on behalf of 
the staff and students of the Somerville Public Schools. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Minutes were approved as follows by voice vote: 
 
November 25, 2003: 
§ Personnel Committee of the Whole Meeting 

 
December 1, 2003 
§ Regular Meeting 
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V. STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

Student representative Maya Nitzberg reported on the following items this evening: 
 
Seniors – Student Update 
Many seniors are in the midst of college angst while the pressure is on to complete their college 
and scholarship applications.  Those students not going on to college are in the process of 
deciding their future plans after graduation.  Ms. Nitzberg reported the guidance counselors and 
staff have been extremely helpful in directing the students, and in helping them to understand 
the process. 
  

 Sports 
 This week many of Somerville’s legendary sports begin their season.   

 

Hockey begins Wednesday, December 17th, playing at Malden – 6:00 p.m. 
Boys and Girls Basketball Teams play Waltham, Tuesday, December 16th, the girls are away, 
boys are at home. 
The varsity basketball team has a new Coach, Paul Garrity.  The team is confident he will 
lead them all the way to victory. 

  
Holiday Assembly 
This week teachers are preparing for a spectacular holiday show for the students, which will be 
held on Tuesday, December 23rd.  Ms. Nitzberg reported this is the show where teachers 
traditionally, let their hair down.  They are very excited about this year’s performance, knowing 
the students will thoroughly enjoy it. 
 
In closing, Ms. Nitzberg wished everyone a wonderful and relaxing vacation. 

 
Before moving on to the next item of the Superintendent’s Report, Chairman Rossetti announced 
that the Somerville School Committee will be going into executive session at the end of tonight’s 
meeting for the purpose of potential litigation. 

 
VI. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 
 
 Dr. Argenziano reported on the following items: 
 

1. Publicly thanked Kate Murray, Dennis Sullivan, Sean O’Donovan and Mayor Dorothy Kelly Gay 
for the time they served on the school committee and their assistance to the young people 
and staff of the Somerville Public Schools. 

 
2. Briefly summarized for the committee what he told the parents of Powder House Community 

School students while he was at the school giving out Superintendent Award Certificates.  
The Superintendent stated that a year ago we had four schools, the Healey, the East 
Somerville Community School, the Lincoln Park Community School, and the Powder House 
Community School that were considered under performing.  When the information was 
reported this time, the Powder House Community School, 8th grade math only, did not meet 
the level of adequate yearly performance and the headline in the newspaper was Powder 
House Community School Fails.  Dr. Argenziano told the parents that if they read his 
soundbites, given to the reporter, they were congratulations to Susan Collins, who as 
Principal for a year and three months, took a school that was completely under performing in 
Grade 3,  Grade 4,  Grade 6,  and  Grade 8  and turned the building around.  He commended  
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VI. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT  (cont.) 

 
Ms. Collins and her staff for a job well done.  He also congratulated Mr. Driscoll and his staff, 
Mr. Johanson and his staff, and Ms. Davis and her staff.   

 
3. Provided to members the Somerville School Committee letter sent to the Somerville Journal 

in response to the November 26th letter from Thomas Hedderick, former Finance Director of 
the City of Somerville. 
 

4. Enclosed is a copy of the letter from the American School Board Journal notifying the 
Superintendent that the program nominated for the Magna Awards 2004 Success Plan for All 
Somerville High School Students was not among those chosen for recognition this year. 

 
5. A draft schedule of the School Improvement Plans is enclosed for members.  The tentative 

schedule is for Wednesday and Thursday, February 4 and 5, 2004.   
 

6. Provided to members is a final copy of the Somerville Public Schools 2004-2005 School 
Calendar. 

 
7. An article on Charting a Course for Immigrant Youth in a Changing Commonwealth is 

enclosed for members.  Dr. Argenziano informed the committee that he and Congressman 
Capuano will be speaking at the New Young Americans Project at Suffolk University Law 
School in January.   
 

8. There are two head coach vacancy postings enclosed for members; one is for the position of 
Head Coach for Girls Soccer and the other is for the position of Head Varsity Football Coach, 
to be posted the middle of January. 
 

9. Provided to members is the Model Policy for Late Night & Overnight School Sponsored 
Student Travel, to be added to the Somerville Public Schools Policy Manual. 
 

10. Enclosed is a letter that was sent to Mr. Tuccelli, Winter Hill Community School Principal, by 
Bruce Campbell, Ward 4 Community Police Officer commending two students for their actions 
on November 17, 2003.  Dr. Argenziano publicly commended both students, Sarah and Hugh 
Merisier, for receiving this nice letter from Mr. Campbell. 
 
Ms. Harris made a request to have a citation presented to the Merisier family and to Officer 
Campbell at a School Committee meeting in January 2004.   

 
11. Announced the new date for the SATs is December 20, 2003.  The communities of Malden, 

Medford, Everett, Somerville, and Cambridge have all received permission, including 
parochial schools, to have the make up from the December 6th date, cancelled due to a 
snowstorm. 

 
12. Reported there was 97% staff attendance after the two snow days of December 8th and 9th.  

On the following day back to school, only 32 teachers were out, and there was 98% student 
attendance.  Dr. Argenziano commended the parents and staff for the high turnout following 
this major storm.  
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VI. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT  (cont.) 

 
13. Confirmed that the Community Forum rescheduled date is Wednesday, January 14, 2004 at 

6:30 p.m. at the East Somerville Community School. 
 

VII. REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEES 
 

A. Executive Session Meeting:  Ms. Rossetti (December 3) 
 

Subject discussed: 
 
ü Annual Review of the Superintendent of Schools Performance 

 
Ms. Rossetti reported that by a vote of eight yes and one absent, the following motion 
was approved: 
 
� To increase the Superintendent’s base salary for the period from January 1, 2004 

through December 31, 2004 by three percent (3%).  Two and one-quarter percent 
(2¼%) of the increase will be paid in lieu of the estimated $3,000 expense 
reimbursement to which the Superintendent otherwise would be entitled under 
Section 8 of his employment contract for attendance at the 136th annual conference 
of the American Association of School Administrators, this year to be held in San 
Francisco, from February 19-24, 2004.   

 
 B. Rules Management Committee of the Whole:  Ms. Cardoso (Dec. 4) 
  

 Subjects discussed: 
 

ü Policy Manual Revisions 
 

A recommendation was made that the committee would meet, after January 1, 2004, 
to review the Somerville Public Schools Policy Manual, which consists of 
approximately fourteen sections.  Members would divide the sections, share in the 
review, and make any revisions and/or changes necessary. 

 
ü Waiver Process (Question 2) 

 
Ms. Cardoso reported that an addition was made to The Somerville Public Schools 
English Language Learners Waiver Request Form / 2003-2004 School Year, 
concerning the Appeals Process - Steps I and II, as follows: 
 

      Step I:    Transition  team  consults  with  parents  and  makes a recommendation to  
                    District  Administrator  for Student  Services 

 
Step II:    Parents meet with Superintendent of Schools 

  
Motion from Committee of the Whole: 

 
� To approve the revised Somerville Public Schools English Language Learners 

Waiver Request form, 2003-2004 school year, Appeals Process – Steps I and II.    
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VII. REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEES  (cont.) 
 

ü Overnight School Sponsored Student Travel 
 

Ms. Cardoso reported committee members and the Superintendent of Schools 
reviewed the draft Model Policy for Late Night & Overnight School Sponsored Student 
Travel that was provided to them by the Department of Education.  Items discussed 
included the trip approval process, transportation, i.e. the use of vehicles, and CORI 
regulations on individuals providing school related transportation to children.   

 
 MOTION: Ms. Cardoso made a motion, seconded by Ms. Harris, to approve the 

Model Policy for Late Night and Overnight School Sponsored Student 
Travel with a revision to section III. B. Transportation, #1 of the model 
policy, to read:  the use of private vehicles for trips planned to include 
late night or overnight student travel should be avoided. Such trips 
should generally use commercial motorcoaches or school department 
vehicles driven by school department personnel. 

 
The motion was approved by a roll call vote of: Yes—9—Cardoso, Harris, Gay, 
O’Donovan, Bauer, Sullivan, Taylor, Murray, and Rossetti.  

       
C. Ed. Programs and Instruction Subcommittee:  Ms. Bauer (Dec. 10) 
  

Subjects discussed: 
 

ü Somerville High School 2004-2005 Program of Studies 
 

Ms. Bauer reported that the revision process began earlier than usual and discussion 
included mostly requests for clarification and explanation of Somerville High School 
requirements and procedures.  There was also discussion regarding corrections of 
typographical errors.  The only substantive change requested by the School Committee 
was to add a sample calculation of GPA. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Bauer made a motion, seconded by Ms. Taylor, to accept the draft of 

the Somerville High School 2004-2005 Program of Studies with 
recommendations made at the December 10, 2003 Educational Programs 
and Instruction Subcommittee meeting and with corrections of 
typographical errors.  The motion was accepted by voice vote. 

 
ü Revision to grading policy 

 
Ms. Bauer reported the discussion that took place concerning the difference between 
grades E and F, high and low failure. 
 

      MOTION: Ms. Bauer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sullivan, that the use of two 
failing grades, “E” and “F”, be discontinued at Somerville High School.  
Hereafter, a class average of 59% or less will merit a grade of “F” which 
can be made up in a subsequent grading period by a grade of at least a 
C-.  All other provisions of the grading system will remain in effect. 
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VII. REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEES  (cont.) 
 

The motion was approved by a roll call vote of: Yes—9—Cardoso, Harris, Gay, 
O’Donovan, Bauer, Sullivan, Taylor, Murray, and Rossetti.  
 
Ms. Bauer informed the public that the next Ed. Programs and Instruction Subcommittee 
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Charles O’Donnell, 
Consultant will present a copy of his report on Guidance Services. 

  
D. Finance and Facilities Subcommittee:  Ms. Murray (Dec. 15) 

  
 Subjects discussed: 

  
ü Billrolls 
 

Approved motion(s) from Subcommittee: 
 
§ To approve the FY2003 Billrolls 

§ To approve the FY2004 Billrolls 
 

ü TAB Building Generator Request 
 

Ms. Murrary reported the conversation that took place regarding a permanent 
external generator at the Tufts Administration Building (TAB) and it being located on 
Tufts property, adjacent to the parking lot and back of the Powder House Community 
School.  After discussion, it was decided the committee needed to have more 
correspondence around this issue with members of the Tufts community as well as 
the school community.  A meeting will be scheduled in January 2004. 
 

ü Durrel School 
 

Ms. Murray referred to previous conversation concerning the Durrel School and a 
request from Mayor Dorothy Kelly Gay, to declare the school no longer necessary for 
educational purposes.  Further discussion was to take place at the Finance and 
Facilities Subcommittee meeting this evening but did not happen.  At tonight’s 
regular meeting, committee members received a letter from Mayor Gay concerning 
this issue.  Ms. Murray stated this item will be brought up under Unfinished Business.  

 
Responding to Ms. Murray’s question of free cash and whether it has been certified, 
Mayor Gay stated she has not been officially notified by the Department of Revenue, 
but is hoping to have in the region of $4 million certified.  Ms. Taylor asked the 
Mayor if this were to happen, would it be possible to find the $60,000 the school 
committee requested to make additional hires to support the second language 
learners in Somerville.  The Mayor stated with the crisis the city is facing it would not 
be fiscally responsible of her to grant this money at this time and being honest and 
upfront with members of the committee advised she would not ask the Board for a 
supplemental appropriation of $60,000. 
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VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 A.   Durrel School   
 

MOTION:     Ms. Bauer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sullivan, to  table  discussion  of  
       the Durrel School until  such  time  the  committee  has  the  opportunity  to  
       discuss  details  with  a  representative  of  the  city  at a future Finance and  
       Facilities Subcommittee meeting.   

 

       The motion to table discussion was approved by voice vote. 
   

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. FY2004 SCALE/ADP Graduates  
  

Ms. Susan L. Barnard, SCALE Supervisor, recommended that the following students, who 
have successfully completed the requirements for graduation from SCALE, be granted 
their diplomas.  Approved by voice vote. 

 
 Laura M. Pedro   65 Abbott Avenue  Everett  02149 

Andrea Toni Russo  20 Glenmere Avenue  Malden  02148 
 
B. Field Trips – Approved by voice vote. 
 

Jan. 15, 2004: Full Circle High School, Grade 9-12, to Loon Mt. Ski Area, Lincoln, NH.  
Transportation by school van at a cost of $15.00 per student.  

 
Jan. 16, 2004:        Next Wave School,  Ms.  Robichaux  and  Mr. Michel’s class, to  
                                        Pat’s Peak, Henneker,  NH.   Transportation by school van at a  

   cost of $15.00 per student.  
 

Feb. 5, 2004: Full Circle High School, Grade 9-12, to Loon Mt. Ski Area, Lincoln, NH.  
Transportation by school van at a cost of $15.00 per student.  

 
Feb. 6, 2004:        Next Wave School,  Ms.  Kelly   and  Mr.  Aronofsky’s  class, to  
                                        Pat’s Peak, Henneker,  NH.   Transportation by school van at a  

         cost of $15.00 per student. 
 

Per Ms. Bauer’s request, the Superintendent will send a memorandum to all Principals notifying 
them of the new policy on overnight school sponsored students trips approved by the Somerville 
School Committee, informing the Principals of the information listed in items #3B1 
(Transportation) and #3A2 that school committee approval precede beginning fundraising 
activities or other trip preparations. 

 
X. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 
  

Mayor Gay 
 
1. Wished everyone a very happy holiday season and a very healthy new year. 

 
2. Reminded the public of the city’s Illuminations Tour taking place on Saturday, December 20th.  

The first bus leaves City Hall at 4:30 p.m. and the last one leaves at 8:45 p.m.  Tickets are 
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on sale and are available through City Hall, the Arts Council and the Book Store in Davis 
Square. 

 
3. Thanked the School Committee and wished them the best in the future. 

 
 Alderman O’Donovan 
 

1. Wished everyone a happy holiday. 
 
 Ms. Bauer 
 

1. The Somerville High School Annual Winter Concert will be held Wednesday evening, 
December 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. 

 
2. The Cummings School Winter Wonderland Show will be held on December 23rd, at 8:30 a.m. 

 
3. Wished everyone a happy holiday. 

 
 Mr. Sullivan 
 

1. Announced there will be a meeting this Wednesday evening, December 17th at 6:30 p.m. at 
the East Somerville Community School cafeteria regarding the Perkins Street Playground 
Renovation.  Alderman William Roche and Mr. Sullivan will be present to hear the 
neighborhood concerns regarding this project. 

 
2. Encouraged the public to purchase their Christmas tree at the Full Circle/Next Wave School 

Tree Lot adjacent to the Foss Park Pool area.   
 

3. Wished Happy Holidays to his colleagues and the entire city of Somerville.   
 

Ms. Taylor 
 

1. Reiterated Mr. Sullivan’s comment and encouraged the community to purchase their 
Christmas tree at the Full Circle/Next Wave School Tree Lot. 

 
2. Congratulated the Dollars for Scholars Somerville Mathematics Fund for winning an award 

this year.  The group raised money targeted to provide scholarships to students of Somerville 
Schools who are pursuing mathematics degrees as well as doing various events in the school.   

 
3. The Powder House Community School will be performing a holiday concert in Davis Square 

on Friday, December 19th starting at 1:00 p.m.  Ms. Taylor encouraged all to attend. 
 

4. Thanked her colleagues who are leaving the school committee for their service and their 
commitment to the City and to the children of Somerville.  

 
Ms. Murray 

 
1. Wished everyone Happy Holidays and thanked her colleagues for their collegiality and 

support over the past four years. 
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X. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS  (cont.) 
 

Ms. Cardoso 
   

1. Reminded her colleagues and Central Administration Office that tomorrow, December 16th is 
the PTA Council Holiday Party at 6:30 p.m. at the West Somerville Neighborhood School. 

 
2. The Lincoln Park Community School Holiday Concert will be held on Tuesday, December 23rd. 

 
3. Wished everyone in the school department and everyone at home Happy Holidays and a 

healthy and Happy New Year. 
 

4. Remembered our Troops overseas and asked that everyone keep the young men and women 
who are serving our country in their thoughts and prayers.   

 
5. Thanked Ms. Murray, Mr. Sullivan, Alderman O’Donovan and Mayor Gay for their service and 

all they did over the past four years.  Ms. Cardoso also thanked Ms. Rossetti for her 
leadership as School Committee Chair this past year. 

 
6. Wished everyone Happy Holidays. 

 
Ms. Harris 

 
1. There are several teams starting this week.  On Thursday, December 18th, the Boys Swim 

Team will be swimming in Waltham at 3:30 p.m.  Their first home meet is on Tuesday, 
December 23rd.   

 
2. The Girls and Boys Basketball Teams will be starting tomorrow, December 16th.  The boys will 

be at home and the girls will be at Waltham at 7:00 p.m. 
 

3. Wished everyone Happy Holidays. 
 

4. Thanked Ms. Murray, Mr. Sullivan, Alderman O’Donovan and Mayor Gay for their service 
these past four years.  

 
XI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 There were no items of communication this evening. 
 
XII. PERSONNEL 

 
 Complete report submitted to members.  –  Received and placed on file. 

 
School Committee members were notified and accepted the following personnel actions of 
December 15, 2003 as follows: 

 
A. Resignation 

 
1. Stephen Ardizzoni, 11 Albion St., Medford, MA 02155 (Varsity Head Coach, Girl’s 

Soccer) effective November 3, 2003. 
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XII. PERSONNEL  (cont.) 

 
2. Maria deCastro, 76 Ten Hills Rd., Somerville, MA 02145 (Paraprofessional @ SHS) 

effective November 10, 2003. 
 

3. Catherine Butler, 17 Stone Ave., Somerville, MA 02143 (Paraprofessional @ LPCS) 
effective December 8, 2003. 

 
4. Linda Coffey, 286 Newbury St., Peabody, MA 01960 (Paraprofessional @ Kennedy) 

effective January 2, 2004. 
 

B. Unpaid Leave of Absence 
 

1. Maureen Bastardi, 14 Virginia St., Somerville, MA 02145 (SPED Paraprofessional) 
From December 23, 2003 to December 31, 2005. 

 
2. Claudia Seara-Galves, 84 Freemont St., Somerville, MA 02145, (Part-time Counselor 

@ Scale) from December 1, 2003 until September, 2004. 
 

C. Paternity Leave of Absence 
 

1. Brian W. Russo, 38 Friendship St., Billerica, MA 01821 (Teacher/Counselor @ Full 
Circle) starting approx. January 5, 2004 for 10 days. 

 
D. Maternity Leave of Absence 

 
1. Carla Ayala, 80 Partridge Ave., Somerville, MA 02145 (Paraprofessional @ Evaluation 

Center) from January 7, 2004 to February 27, 2004. 
 

2. Erica A. Karlberg, PO Box 45006, Somerville, MA 02145, (Secretary at Community 
Schools), effective January 5, 2004 to March 1, 2004. 

 
E. Authorizations 

 
SHS 
 
SPED Paraprofessional     Lauren Nasson 
Effective 11/17/03     158 Jacques St. 
Vice:  M. DeCastro (resigned)    Somerville, MA 02145 
       Salary: $13,299  

 
Evaluation Center 
 
SPED Paraprofessional     Noemis Ortiz 
Effective 11/12/03     38 Bond St. 
Vice: M. O’Neil (trans. to WHCS)    Somerville, MA 02145 
       Salary:  $13,299 
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XII. PERSONNEL  (cont.) 
 

Kennedy School 
 

SPED Paraprofessional     Erika M. Vargas 
Effective 11/24/03     80 Franklin St. #2 
Vice: J. Calvey (resigned)    Somerville, MA 02145 
       Salary:  $13,299 
 
SPED Paraprofessional     Erika P. Cardoso 
Effective 11/14/03     80 Franklin St., ##2 
Vice: L. Earnest (resigned)    Somerville, MA 02145 
       Salary: $13,299 

 
Community Schools 

 
21st Century Aide     Daisy K. Frederick 
effective 11/17/03     2045 Commonwealth Ave. 
Funding Source: 21CL04     Brighton, MA 02135 
Location: Winter Hill School    Salary: $12. per hour 
 
21st Century Aide     Jeff Smith 
effective 11/17/03     31 Central Rd. 
Funding Source: 21CL04     Somerville, MA 02143 
Location: Healey School     Salary: $10 per hour 

 
Parent Child Home Program 

 
Director       Judith Alexander 
Effective 11/10/03     78 Jerome St. 
Grant Funded Position     Medford, MA 02155 
       Salary: $39,393  
 
Home Visitor      Susan Maldonado 
Effective 12/1/03     1370 Broadway, #2C 
Grant Funded Position     Somerville, MA 02144 
       Salary: $17.61 per hour 

 
Civil Service 

 
Lateral Transfer – From Finance Office 
Principal Clerk One     Evelyn Scheri 
Title One Office      PO Box 45153 
Effective 12/8/03     Somerville, MA 02145 
       Salary: $36,038  
 
Promotion – From Family Network 
Principal Clerk One     Leah Arrendondo 
Finance Office      10 Harvard Place 
Effective 12/15/03     Somerville, MA 02143 
       Salary: $35,109 
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XII. PERSONNEL  (cont.) 

 
Athletics 
 
JV Basketball Coach     Mark Antonelli 
Winter Season      22 Endicott Ave. 
Salary: $2,740      Somerville, MA 02144 
 
Frosh Basketball Coach     Dennis Ingram 
Winter Season      26 Lucaya Circle 
Salary: $2,480      Wilmington, MA 01887 

 
XIII.   RESOLUTIONS 

 
Sean T. O’Donovan 

  
WHEREAS, Sean T. O’Donovan, by authority of his office as president of the Board 

of Aldermen, served as an ex-officio member of the Somerville School 
Committee from January 1, 2003 through December 31, 2003, and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. O’Donovan was elected by the School Committee on January 9, 

1995, to fill the unexpired term of Stanley M. Koty, and served as a 
member in 1995 and 1996 before being named Vice Chairman in 1997, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, He was elected Chairman in 1998, and was a member in 1999 prior to 

taking office with the Board of Aldermen the following year, and  
 
WHEREAS, Mr. O’Donovan always has supported the Somerville schools, and 

diligently coordinated the numerous activities of the Board of Aldermen 
with those of the School Committee, and has earned the respect of his 
colleagues on both boards, therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED: That the Somerville School Committee publicly express its appreciation to 

Mr. O’Donovan for his years of service to the youth and citizens of the 
city, and wish him continued success in his political and business life, 
and be it further 

 
RESOLVED: That these well-earned Resolutions be entered into the minutes of 

tonight’s meeting, and that a framed copy be presented to 
 Mr. O’Donovan. 
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XIII.  RESOLUTIONS  (cont.) 

 
Dennis M. Sullivan 

 
  

WHEREAS, Dennis M. Sullivan has been a member of the School Committee since 
1998, serving as Vice Chairman in 2001, and Chairman in 2002, and 

 
WHEREAS, Mr. Sullivan has worked diligently for the Ward I Scholarship Committee, 

was a major force for the hiring of a full-time nurse at the Edgerly 
Education Center, and has been a strong supporter for the Curley family 
and the family’s annual road race, and 

 
WHEREAS, He has served as chairman of many subcommittees, and has been a 

productive School Committee member, earning the admiration and 
respect of his colleagues, parents, students, teachers, and 
administrators, therefore be it  

 
RESOLVED: That the Somerville School Committee publicly acknowledge the efforts 

of Dennis M. Sullivan, and wish him continued success in his future 
endeavors, and be it further 

 
RESOLVED: That these well-earned Resolutions be included in the minutes of 

tonight’s meeting, and that a framed copy be presented to  
 Mr. Sullivan. 

 
Katrina K. Murray 

 
  

WHEREAS, Katrina K. Murray has been a faithful member of the School Committee 
since 2000, serving as Vice Chairman this past year, and 

 
WHEREAS, During her short tenure on the Board, she has demonstrated a genuine 

interest in all the schools in the city, as well as all parents, students, 
teachers, and administrators, earning the respect and admiration of her 
colleagues on the Committee, and 

 
WHEREAS, She conscientiously and objectively has addressed all problems relating 

to the entire educational structure, setting an outstanding example for 
her position, therefore be it  

 
RESOLVED: That the Somerville School Committee proudly and publicly recognize the 

four years of dedication and service provided by Katrina Murray, and 
wish her and her family health and happiness in the future, and be it 
further 

 
RESOLVED: That these well-earned Resolutions be recorded in the minutes of 

tonight’s meeting, and that a framed copy be presented to her. 
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XIV.     EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Ms. Cardoso and Ms. Harris moved a motion to go into executive session at 9:35 p.m., to discuss 
potential litigation, and the motion was approved by a roll call vote of: Yes—9—Cardoso, Harris, 
Gay, O’Donovan, Bauer, Sullivan, Taylor, Murray, and Rossetti.   

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chairman Rossetti stated the school committee will be in executive session for the purpose of 
potential litigation.  The committee will not return to public session this evening.  If there are any 
votes taken, they will be reported at the next regularly scheduled school committee meeting.   

 
    Dr. Albert F. Argenziano 

       Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 


